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Note: Write one sentence for each flaw
For each of the following claims, write one paragraph identifying the logical flaw:
a. The election couldn’t have been fair—I don’t know anyone who voted for the winner.
1. Argument from ignorance – An argument that a claim is true because it has never been proven false.
b. It would be wrong to prosecute Allied for age discrimination; Allied has always been a great corporate neighbor.
1. Appeal to pity – An argument based on emotion, not reason.
c. The decrease in smoking can be attributed to increased restrictions on smoking in public.
1. Either-or Argument – An argument that poses only two alternatives when in fact there might be more.
d. Bill Jensen’s proposal to create an on-site day-care center is just the latest of his harebrained ideas.
1. Ad hominem – An argument against the writer, not against the writer’s argument.
e. Since the introduction of cola drinks at the start of the twentieth century, cancer has become the second-greatest killer in the United States. Cola drinks should be outlawed.
1. Argument from ignorance – An argument that a claim is true because it has never been proven false, or false because it has never been proven true.
f. If mutual-fund guru Peter Lynch recommends this investment, I think we ought to buy it.
1. Hasty generalization – An argument that draws conclusions based on an insufficient number of cases.
g. We should not go into the flash-memory market; we have always been a leading manufacturer of DRAM.
1. Post Hoc Reasoning – An argument that claims that because A precedes B, A caused B.
h. The other two hospitals in the city have implemented computerized patient record keeping; I think we need to do so, too.
1. Oversimplifying – An argument that omits important information in establishing a causal link.
i. Our Model X500 didn’t succeed because we failed to sell a sufficient number of units.
1. Hasty generalization – An argument that draws conclusions based on an insufficient number of cases.
j. No research has ever established that Internet businesses can earn money; they will never succeed.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ad populum – An argument that a claim is valid because many people think it is or act as if it is.

